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FREMONT'S SECOND EXPLORING
EXPEDITION.

We have derived mueh satisfaction and informa-
tion from an attentive perusal of the narrative of
the second expedition of this enterprising and ta-
lented young officer. Our opinion respecting Cap-
tain FremonT's peculiar fitness for the position he
was placed in has been already expressed. The
manner in which he conducted this second expedi-
tion, amidst scenes of difficulty and danger far ex-
ceeding those which attended the former one; the
highly satisfaetory way in which he has discharged
all the duties and accomplished all the purposes
contemplated ; and the successful issue to his peril-
ous unmnhng achieved by his courage, his akil_l.
his sound judgment, and, we will add, his humani-
ty, his eorrect sense of moral obligution and love of
right, entitle him to the highest praise.

Captain Frewoxt departed on his second expe-
dition from the little town of Kansas, on the Mis-
souri frontier, on the 20th of May, 1843, His
party consisted principally of Creole and Canadian
French, and Americans—amounting in all 1o thirty-
nine men ; among whom were several of those who
had accompanied him on his former tour. Mr,
Thomas Fitzpatrick was selected as the guide, and
Mr. Charles Preuss was associated with the expe-
dition in the same capacity as before. The party
were armed y with Hall's carbines, and
were furnished with a brass twelve-pound howit-
zer. The camp equipage and provisions were
transported in twelve carts, each drawn by two
mules, and a light covered wagon, mounted on
springs, conveyed the instruments,

“To exploration as useful as ible, 1 deter-
rninad,".:;:d?@ﬂu Frewoxr, “in confmty with ms
general instructions, to vary the route to the Rocky Mouu-
tains from that followed in the year 1842. The route then
was up the valley of the Great Platte river to the South Pass,
in north latitude 42° ; the route now determined on was up
the valley of the Kansas river, an to the head of the Arkan
sas, and 1o some pass in the mountains, if any could be found,
at the sources of that river.

«‘By making this deviation from the former route, the prob-
lem of u new road to Oregon and California, in a climate
more genial, might be solved, and a better knowledge obtaine!
of an important river and the country it drined, while the
great object of the expedition would find its point of com
mencement at the termination of the former, which was at
that great gate in the ridge of the Rocky Mountains called the
South Pass, and on the lofty peak of the mountain which
overlooks it, deemed Lhe highest peak in the ridge, and from
the ite sides of which foar great rivers take their rise,
and flow to the Pacifie or the Mississippi.”

The route appears to have been for many days
through a pleasant and level prairie country, inter-
mu:g with numerous streams, in general well tim-
bhered on their margin with ash, elm, cotton-woed,
and very large oak. ‘This agreeable state of things
did not, however, long continue ; for, the narrative
says: . , 4

“ Shortly after leaving our encampment on the 26th June,
we found suddenly that the nature of the country had entirely
changed. Bare sand hills every where surroanded us in the
undulsting ground along which we were moving, and the

plants peculiar to a sandy soil made their appearance in abun- | #28¥

dance.”

The fourth of July was spent at St. Vrain’s fort,
in latitude 40 deg. 16 min. 52 sec. north, and lon-
gitude west 105 deg. 12 min, 23 seec.

The party were in the neighborhood of Pike's
peak on the 11th of July. We are told respecting
the country through which they were now travel-
ling, that—

“ With ional exceptions, paratively so very small
as ol lo require mention, these prairies are every where cov
ered with a close and vigorous growth of a great variety of
prasses, among which the most sbundant is the boffalo grass,
(sesleria daciyloides.) Between the Platte and Arkansas riv-
ers, that part of this region which forms the basin drained by
the waters of the Kansas, with which our operations made us
more particularly acquainted, is bused upon a formation of cal-
careons rocks. The woil of all this country is excellent, ad

mirably to :ﬂnﬁxmﬂ purposes, and would support
Imm storal populati A gl at tlb:
map i I.H: along our several lines of trs-

Accompanying repart, alo
vel, will show you that this plain is watered by many streams.
Throughout the western half of the pluin these are shallow,
with sandy beds, becoming deeper as they reach the richer
lands approaching the Missouri river ; they generally have
bottom lamds, bordered by bluffs varying from fifty to five
hundred feet in height. In all this region the timber is en-
tirely confined to the streams. In the eastern balf, where the

soil is & rich, vegetable mould, retentive of rain and
moisture, it is of vigorous growth and of many different kinds ;
and throughout the western half its consist irely of various

species of cotton-wood, which deserves 1o be called the tree of
the desert—growing in sandy soils where no other tree will
grow ; pointing out the existence of water, and furnishing to
the traveller fuel, and food for his enimals.”

On the 17th July Captain Fremont visited the
celebrated Springs, from which the Boiling Springs’
River takes its name, and gives the lbllﬂwinggrnpﬁc
sketch of their loeality :

** Leaving the camp to follow slowly, T rade ahead in the
afternoon in search of the springs.
clouds, which had been gathered all the alternoon over the
mountains, began o roll down their sides ; and a storm so vio-
lent burst upon me, that it appeared | had entered the storr-
house of the thunder storms. | continued, however, to ride
along up the river until about sunset,- and was beginning to
be doubtful of finding the springs before the next day, when 1
came suddenly upon a large smooth rock, sbout twenty yards
in disweter, where the water from several springs was bubbling
and boiling up in the midst of a white incrustation with which
it had wcu!npoﬂ.immfl}n rock. As this did not correspond
with a description given me by the hunters, I did not stop to taste
the water ; but, dismounting, walked a little way up the river,
and, pussing through a narrow thicket of shrubbery bordering
the stream, stepped directly upon a huge white rock, st the
fo st of which the river, already become a torrent, foamed along,
broken by a small full. A deer which had been drinking at
the spring was startled by iy approach, and, springing acroes
the river, bounded off up the wountain. In the upper part of
the rock, which had apparently been formed by J::odtim.
wus & beautiful white basin, overhung by currant bhushes, in
which the cold clear water bubbled up, kept in constant mo-
tion by the escaping gas, and overflowing rock, which it
had slmost entirely coversd with a smooth crust of glistening
white. I had all day refrained from drinking, reserving my-
self for the spring ; and as [ could not well be more wet than
the rain had already wade me, I lay down by the side of the
basin, and drank heartily of the delightful water. The an-
nexed sketch is only a rude one, but it will enable you to form
some idea of the character of the sconery and the beauty of
this spot, immediately at the foot of lofty mountains, beauti-
fully timbered, which p closely round, shuttiog up the
little valley in u kind of cove. As it was heginning to grow
dark, 1 rode 1:.5&[ down the river, on which I found the
camp a féw mi 3
**The morning of the 18th was beautiful and cloar, and,
all the people being anxious o drink of these famous waters,
we encamped immediately at the springs, and spent thers &
very pleasant day. On the opposite side of the river is ano-
ther locality of springs, which ure entirely of the same nature
T"he wtlr; 1‘1:- A vory agresable taste, which Mr. Preuss found
very muc! resemble that of t mons Ne Wi i
'“U"'J rocebgbors e he famous Selter springs in the
Jasly 20.—The unrrative states - *« We eontinued our march
up the stream, slong o green sloping Lottom, between pine
hills on the one hand, and the main Black hills on the other,
towards the rdge which separates the waters of the ]"Iqu:-.
ﬁ.-m those of the Arkansas. Ag we approached the dividing
ridge, .‘.' "‘["“ valley was radiant with flowers ; blue, yol-
low, pink, white, scarlet, and purple, vied with each other in
splendor. arcotle wan one of the highly characteristic
plants, and a tlooking Nower ( paillurdia aristate) veas
very frequest; but the most wbundant plant wlong our road
to-day n_‘-uv_&um meaculalum, which i the charaeteristic
plant oo this portion of the dividing grounds. Cromsing to t
waters of the Platte, fields of blue flax ndded 10 the iff

In the mean time, the |,

s, in a considerable portionof America and Europe, the soeds
are used to flavor soup. It grows more md-nuy. and in
greater luxuriance, on one of the neighboring tributaries of
the Colorado than in any other part of this region ; and on
that stream, to which the Sonakes sre accustomed to resort
every year \o procure u supply of their favorite plant, they
have bestowed the nume of Yampah river.  Among the trap-
pers it is generally known as Little Snake river."”

*¢ [n the afteruoon we ook our way ditectly across maguu-u
from the point of the mountain, where wo had several ridges
o cross ; and although the road was not rendered bad by the
nature of the ground, it was made extremly rough by the
stifl’ tough bushes of arfemisia fridentata, n this country
eommonly called sage.

** This shrub now began to make its appearance in compact,
fiekls ; and we were about to quit for a long time this country
of ‘excellent. pasturage and brlliant ri.  'I'en or twelve
buffalo bulls were seen durzl}; ;:nl!:.;m;xbdmm
surprised by the appearance of s large red ox. e gathered
around him ss if he had been an old scquaintance, with all
our domestic feelings as much awakened as if we had come in
sight of an old farm house. He had probably made hisescape
from some party of emigrants on Green river ; and, with a
vivid remembrance of some old green field, he was pursuing

odor, which 1 can
quainted with, and which t some persous is extremely offen-
HYO.
food he had ever put in his mouth ; und when, in the even-
ing, one of the chiels seut his wifi to me with a portion which
she had prepared as a deli
diately drove him out of the b?l
he used to beg that when those who liked
they desired, it might be sent away.
the laste is rather an agroesble ong, and T
s glad wheu it formed an addition to our scanty meals. It
is full of putnment ; and in its uuprepared state
Indians to have very strong .
deprived by a peculiar process, being in the ground fur
about two days.”
“ August 26.—
cedar immediately at the Beer !
the effervescing gas and acid taste, have recaived their name
from the voyageurs and tra
midst of their rode and h
fancied resemblance to the lusuries they rarely have
tune to enjoy.

*“ Although somew

It

to no other vegetable that I amn ac-
was chwacterized by Mr. Preuss as the most homid

regale us, the odor imme-

and

odge

?ig

tuken what

We made nurennlw. t in @ grove of
which, on sccount of
dhmg.mmm

hat disa

the suaightest course for the frontier that the country udu
We carnied him along with us a prize ; and when it was

him be pursued, for | would rather have gone through a starving
time of three entire days, than let him be killed after he had suc-
ceasfully run the gauntlet so far smong the Indians. I have
been told by Mr. Bent's people of an ox born and raised at
Bl Vrain's fort, which made his escape from them at Elm
grove, near the frontier, having come in that year with the
wagons. They were on their way out, and saw occasionally
places where he had eaten and lain down to rest ; but did not
see him for about 700 miles, when they overtook him on the
road, travelling slong to the fort, having unaccouutably es-
caped Indians and every other mischance.”

On the north fork of the Platte:

*“In the ipitous bluffs were displayed a succession of
strata cout Fn?fn-nl getable remains, and several beds of
coal. In some of the beds the coal did not appear to be per-
fectly mineralized ; and in some of the seams it was compact
and remarkably lustrous. In these latter pl there were
also thin layers of a very fine white sults, in powder.”

“ On the 13th of August the expedition its way along
the upland, towards the dividing ridge the
Atlantic from the Pacilic w
miles further south than
turn in 1842, We crossed
the southern extremity of
twenty miles in width, and
different roads. Selecting as well as
Jistinguishable ascent, what mi
ridge in this remarkable
barometrical observation, which guve 7,490 feet for the eleva-
tion above the Gulf of Mexico. You will remember that in
my report of 1842 [ estimated the nleVl‘)Pof this pass st
about 7,000 feet ; a correct observation with a good barometer
enables me to give it now with more precision. Its importance,
us the great gate through which commerce and travelling may
t fler puss bet the valley of the Missinaippi and the
north Pacific, justifies a precise notice of its locality and dis-
tance from leading points, in addition to this statement of its
elevation. As stated in the report of 1842, its
point where we crossed is 42° 247 32" ; its
00" ; its distance from the mouth of the
mon travelling route, 962 miles ;

common travelling route. F
descent, i which was very soon formed a little

to the Gulf of California, (for the waters which flow west from
the South Pass go to this gulf,) we made our usual halt four
miles from the pass, in latitule by observation 42° 19/ 53",
Entering here the valley of Green river—the great Colorado
of the West—and inclining very much to the southward along
the streams which form the Bandy river, the road led for
severnl days over dry and level uninteresting plains; to which
a low, scrubby growth of artemisa gave a unif dull grayish
color; and on the evening of the 15th we encamped in the
Mexican urﬁun‘z,m the left bank of Green river, 69 miles
from the South Pass, in longitude 110° 05’ 05, and latitude
41° 5% 54", distant 1,031 miles from the mouth of the
Kansas. This is the emigrant road to Oregon, which bears
much to the soathward, to avoid the mountains sbout the
western heads of Green river—the Rio Verde of the Spaniards.”

The proximity of Capt. FremosT to the « Great
Salt Lake,” on August 21, suggested the following
observations: 2
*“ Wo were now entering a region which for us possessed a
strange and extraordinary interest. 'We were upon the waters
of the fimous lake which forms a salient point among the re-
markable features of the country, mnd around
which the vague and ‘superstitions accounts of the
had thrown a delightful obscurity, which we anticipated
ure in dispelling, but which, in the mean time, left a crowded
field for the exercise of our imagination.

“‘ In vur occasional conversations with the few old hunters
who had visited that region, it had been a subject of frequent
speculation ; and the wonders which they related were not the

““Hitherto this lnke had been seen only by rs who were
wandering through the country in search new beaver
streams, caring very little for geography ; its islands had never
been visited; and none were to be found who had entirely
made the circuit of its shores; and no instrumental observa-
tions or geographical survey, of any deseription, had ever been
made any where in the neighboring region. It was generally
supposed that it had no visible outlet ; but among the trappers,
including those in my own camp, were many who believed
that somewhere on its surface was a terrible whirlpool, through
which its waters found their way 10 ‘the ocean by some subter-

communicati All these things had made a frequent
subject of discussion in our desultory conversations around the
fires at night ; and my own mind bad become tolerably well
filled with their indefinite pictures, and insensibly colored
with their romantic descriptions, which, in the pleasure of ex-
eiternent, [ was well disposed to believe, and hall expected to

Here, too, we meet with the following interest-
ing passages :

“* We continued our road down the river, and at night en-
camped with a family of emigrants—two men, women, and
several children—who appeared to be bringing up the rear of
the great caruvan. 1 was struck with the fine appearance of
their catile, some six or eight yoke of oxen, which really look-
ed as well as if they had been all the sunmer at work on some
good farm. It was strange to see one small family traveliing
along through such a country, so remote from civilization.
Some nine years since, such a security might have been a fa-
tal one ; but since their disastrous defests in the country a
litle north, the Blackfeet have ceased to visit these waters.
Indians, however, are very uncertain in their loealities ; and
the friendly feelings, also, of those now inhabiting it may be
changed.”

“ Crossing, in the afternoon, the point of a NATTOW Spur,
we descended into a beautiful bottom, formed by a lateral val-
ley, which presented & pi of home that went di-
rectly to our hearts. edge of the wood, for several miles
along the river, was dotted with the white covers of emigrant
wagons, collected in groups at different camps, whete the
no&umrﬂnghﬂy&mlhlmmndwmﬂw

children playing in the grass; and herds of cattle, grazing
sbout in the bottom, bad an air of quiet socurity and crvilized
comfort that mede a rare sight for the traveller in such a re-
mote wi

““ In common with all the emigration, they had been repos-

ing for several days in this delightful valley, in order to re-
eruit their ani on its luxariant pasturage after their long
journey, and them for the hard teavel along the com-

paratively steril banks of the Upper Colambia.”

“On the 231 we had approached within g mors
than a milp of » Shoshonee village, when suddenly a single
horseman emerged from it ut full speed, followed by another,
and soother, in succession ; and then party after party
all the whole intervening plain was oceopied by a mass of horse-
men, which eame charging down upon us guns and naked
swords, lunces, and hows and arrows—Indians entirely naked,
and warriors fully dreased for war, with the long red streamers
of their war honnets reaching nearly to the i

’ among these people, is
hostility ; it heing usually borne by the Bionx and the neigh-

cence of this mountain garden ; this was oecasionlly four
10 height, which was s luxurianee of growth ey Rk

J that | rarel
this almost universal P!ll“ attain lhrl!llghnut the ]llur;r'_":'"“

The party were on the 2d of August on a fork of
the Laramie river, in latitude 41 deg. 45 min. 59 see.
and longitude 106 deg. 47 min. 25 sec,

" At this place (amys Oapt. F.) | beeame first acquainted
with the yampah, (anethum _ .m.r] whieh 1 lr?nrr! our
Snake woman engaged in di in the low timbersd bottor
of the creek.  Among the along the Rocky Mountainm,
and moreparticolarly among the Shosbonee, or Snake Indiane,
i territory it is very abundant, this is considered the
best among the roots used for food. To ux, it was an inter-
esting plant—a little link betwoen the savage and civilized life
Here, among the Indians, its root is n common article of food,
which they take pleasure in offering to strangers ; while with

boring tain Indians when they come hers 1o war ; and
we had aceordingly been mistaken for n body of their enemies.

whole bawd, increasing every moment in number, escorted us
to their encampment, where the chief pointed out a pluce for
i to encamp, near his own lodge, and made known owr pur-
pose in visiting the village. In a very short h-f':ﬁ:’
ed eight horses, for which we gave in exchange bl red
and blue cloth, beads, knives, and tabaceo, and the
articles of Indian traffic.  'We obtained from them also n'
«iderahle quantity of berries of different
service berries were the most abundant
i of vextaths o e reying

ind of vegetable wan i ate ]
the firet time, the s Or lobaces roof, (uﬁ:fa?rm
the principal adible root among the Indinns whae
appet walera of the streams on the wastern side of

luwmumm highly exaggetated and im- |

men were occupied in preparing the evening meal, and the |

A few words from the chief quieted the excitement ; and the | i

found in the morning that he had wandered off, I would not let | region
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August 29.—We find the fellowing first men-
tion of the most degraded tribe of Indians
covered on our continent—the root-diggers
“We had now entered = country inhabited
ple; and as in the course of our voyage we
meet with them in various stages of existence, it will be
to inform you that scattered over the great region west of the
Rocky Mountains and south of the Great Snake river, are nu-
merous Indians whose subsistence is almost solely derived from

Fremont’s very sensible observations upon
30, in latitude 42 deg. 14 mim 22 sec. and
longitude (about) 112—

of antelope ; but so rapidly have they

few years, ]

buffalo skull and a few wild antelope

Ihna_lh'lmdlmwhieh had covered the country with animal life.
i“ h..
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yet dis-

these peo-

that now, as we jou

rapidity with which the buffalo is dis-
1 when

. their ﬂ:bnh
inconsiderable exceptions, the busi-
trading posts is carried on in their skinsj
Indinn villages make new lodges, for which

%i‘

led me to the impression that the buffalo had,
crossed that range to the waters of the Paci-
ears prior to the period we are considering ;

bl

[

lives, are fond ing some | the

| charge of the camp.
weather. To-night there was a brilliant. sunsct of golden | ;
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“* At this lime, the buffulo but a very limi
m ulong the eastern base of the Rocky Mountains,
extending at their southern extremity to a consi-

deruble distance into the plains between the Platte and Arkan-

sas rivers, and along eastern frontier of New Mexico as
far south as Texus. 1 !
statement, which 1 owe to the kindness of

Making & total of . . ..
an uverage snnual
““In the northwest
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On September 6 the party obtained the first view
of the object of their anxious search, the Great
Salt Lake: :

** The waters of the Inland Sea, ktretching in still and soli-

grandeur fur beyond the limit of our vision. It was one
points of the

aver the lake in

5

:
i

:

L HE

e

The voyage on the lake and

g

(% With Mr. Preoss snd myself, Carson, Bernier,

Basil Lajeunesse, had been selected for the boat expedition—
the firat ever attempted on this interior sea ; and Badeau, with
Derosier, and Jacob (the colored man) were to be left in
e were favored with most delightful

orange and green, which left the western sky clear and bean-
tifully pure ; but clouds in the east made me lose nn occulta-
tion. The summer frogs were singing around us, and the
evening was very pleasant, with a temparnture of 60°—a night

7| of » more southern sutamn. For our supper we had yam-

the most agreeably Aavored of the roots, sensoned by u
amall fat duck, which had come in the. way of Jacob's rifle.

many speculations on what to-
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other ri

| what we had

the preliminary an-
| ticipations are thus graphically described :

wuspicio at some whitening a
mi-hn;i":.y'wbnmlhrny ! won'h you just
lovk with the gluss ' We ceased paddling for a moment,

up the lake.

were a little more than

ication with other bodies of water, or
vers, but the distance was 80 great that
‘out pothing with certainty. To the southward,

insecure that I wus unwilling to trust our lives to
tainties of the lake.
nate our su here, and remain satisfied

the region. We felt pleasure also in remembering
were the first who, in the iti annals of the
had visited the islands, und broken, with
of human voices, the long solitude ol
point where we were standing the grou
to the water, giving us a perfect view
twelve or thirteen miles in circumference,
ﬁg"h.il_l,mihkh there is neither water

E

expedition was in latitude 41 deg, 42 min.
and longitude 112 deg, 05 min. 12 sec.:

but met with no response.

s 14.—The people this eveni

lorn . that I gave them permission o kill a fat you

:m.l’hdwrehmd with goods fromlhaﬁﬂmh
were very soon restored to gayely a

Mr. Preuss and myself could not e

civilized and

which flows into the Great Salt mel.z and those
tion.for travelless, now, and in all time to
wore fot upon it ; our own found it

quantity will sustain amount
.mﬁ"!mm." L

a subsistence ; and i

ly of prov
iizm Emn the frost and snow of.a
ter. Re ing the
litary post in the neig
FremoNT says :
v , . miles for the road
e et

to Fort Hall, its distance
from the town of 1 on the
Iwu{?mhnnﬁmth

early
ropriety of establishing

from the Beer ap

H
w
this plnce,

tamporary repose emigrants. O their recent
-&-{z;;dtun:blctonbuin. at very high s, god |
sul t quantity, only such assistince ns

hy  small and remote teading post-——and that &
which, in the supply of its own wants, had
m.:ﬁmofﬂnmu_nf i )
tuinod all its sy {rom
,m,h"a;mm; Itmlp "
river, and n land i

ALl T

-

found them to be the caps of the waves that were beginning |}
to breuk under the force of a strong breeze thal was coming
I'be forin of the boat seemed to be an admira~

one, and it rode on the waves like a wuter-bird ; but st the
same time it-was extremely slow in its progress. When we
way neroes the reach two of tw
divisions botween the cylinders gove way, snd it required the

1 therefore un resolved to termi-
the present with
able to add to the unknown geography of
that we.

mber, when the i
43 vy ﬁterﬁgll

gun was fired at evening, to give thein notics of our locality,
ng looked so for- { U7 Feport

Bnake river, or Lewis’s fork of the Columbia,
says: g : eyl | o
**The bottoms of this river, (Bear,) and of some of the |and
creeks which | saw, form a natural

e

of cattle, and make thistroly |

The expedition reached Fort Hall, in lat. 43 deg.
01 min. 30 sec., and long, 112 deg. 20 min. 54 sec,
on the 19th September, where they obtained a sup-
isiogs, but experienced much inconve- | con
win-

ﬁborbood of Fort Hall, Capt,

et

miles, on the 18th.

““'The people to-day were rather mak-| ., . ;
ing them very and peaceable ; there was rarely an | ... “‘F"Flb:"““' w(w*:hmr‘;:i
oath to be heanl in the camp—not even a solitary enfunt oY preparations. for our home
garee. Tt was time for the men with an o A new sl

name u

~ ad
Aoge

d .

L their

Capt. F. left Fort Vancouver, on his homew 14
on the 10th of November, and arrive!
es of the Columbia, a distance of ni: 1

ried for home, and that sinco that
heard of him.

lake, appearing, so far a2 the distance and our ‘ena- | °M
bled us to determine, to be connected by flats a -
the islands vsually indicated on mups of this 88 entire -
e e s, wo e e o et Gy
in the on the preceding page, precisel ]
Mbmhmhm,h
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